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         SUMMER NEWSLETTER 2020 

At last – some good news! 

  ADAM FROST’S SPRING TALK 

We have finally been able to confirm a rescheduled date which will be 
 

Thursday, 25th March 2021 but at 2.30 pm not 7.30 pm 
at Normandy Village Hall as before. 

 

If you had bought tickets for the cancelled talk this March please hold on to them as they will be valid, but 
please note amended date and time.  If you are not able to attend please return them to Secretary Janet Arm 
for a refund.  This meeting, of course, is subject to all restrictions having been lifted by next March! 
 

PLEASE COULD YOU LET ALL YOUR CLUB MEMBERS KNOW ABOUT THIS – AND ANYONE ELSE 
YOU KNOW WHO MAY HAVE BOUGHT A TICKET. 

 

How are you all getting on during this difficult time?  We regret that we can’t issue any club 
events at the moment as everyone has had to cancel, but as soon as we have some news of 

events being held they will be on the website.   
 

In the meantime some clubs are being very ingenious in finding ways to keep their members happy – several 
seem to be having ‘virtual’ shows, though I understand it is very difficult to judge from a photo! 

We have just heard of the following virtual event to be held by: 

 
Caterham and District Horticultural Society 

 

Gardeners, Cooks and Flower Arrangers Questions  on 

Saturday 6th June, 2-4 pm 
For further details of how to join in on Zoom, find them on Facebook or on their website. 

 
As to the cancelled Garden Visits, it seems as if the SHF will be invited back to both in 2021, but 

date yet to be arranged.  



PLANTS FOR DRY SEASONS. 
 

Tracey Bull of the Surrey Hills Gardening School has written with the following information: 
 

I have been compiling a list of plants that have survived and thrived in our very dry Spring!  It has also been exceptionally 

hot so a very difficult growing environment for many plants.  However, as always, there are plants that love these dry hot 

conditions and I have listed below those that have worked well in my garden this year.  I am on sandy, slightly acidic soil 

and the plants listed are in a sunny position for a good part of the day.  If you have struggled to keep some of your plants 

going it may be worth trying some of the ones listed below.  I would recommend planning your purchases now but not 

planting until the autumn when it will be cooler and wetter. 
 

Shrubs        Mediterranean plants. 

Box  and Yew       Lavender     

 Wisteria      Salvia Purpurea 

Choisya ternata       Teucrium fruticans 

Pyracantha coccinea      Thyme 

Rhamnus alaternus      Rosemary 

Cotoneater dammeri 

Cotinus ‘Royal purple’ and ‘Grace’    Grasses        

Pittosporum tenuifolium      Stipa Gigantea and Tenuissima 

Philadelphus coronarius      Anemanthele Lessoniana   

Sedum        Deschampsia 

Hardy plumbago – Ceratostigma willmotianum   Festuca lauca 

Lithodora ‘Heavenly Blue’     Miscanthus ‘Morning Light’ 
 

Perennials       Annuals 

Agapanthus and Sisyrinchium     Poppies 

Erigernon karvinskianthus     Hesperis matronalis 

Campanula lactiflora 

Echinops/Eryngium      For further details of the gardening courses please 

Iris siberica       see their website: www.surreyhillsgardeningschool.co.uk 

Lychnis coronaria and Parahebe lyalli 

 

FEEDBACK SHEETS.  As usual we ask that these are not put on the internet, but hope they are useful.  
 

Derek Dexter  Fuchsias My Way         Thoroughly enjoyed, lots of information with        10 
01483-714957 or derek.dexter@tiscali.co.uk                       laughs and jokes. 
 

Rebecca Dowling           Gardens of the Commonwealth        Interesting and informative, though some felt                 8.5 
      War Graves Commission                 subject matter too narrow as only about Brookwood. 
 

Simon Horrill             Spring Designs (Recycle, Reuse      An adapted talk about recycling items for the garden  
simonphorrill@yahoo.co.uk             Repurpose & Relax!)       such as plant stands, benches etc. Engaging and 
             stimulating and great to see examples!        10   
 

Ottershaw Cacti Our road to Chelsea       Interesting enthusiastic couple talking about their 
 01932-872667    daniel.jackson@ottershawcacti.com      plants and preparation for Chelsea. Audience positive.       9 
 
Paul Spooner,   Guildford In Bloom       Rather lacked in content, would have liked information 
Mike Beckwith and Shirley West (no contact given)             about town displays and how plants produced. 
 

Thomas Stone  All about Roses                          Good slides, showing before and after pruning and the     
(no  contact given)          end result on all types of roses. Useful tips given.      10 


